
Honesty is the best policy. That’s true. Before Maikel (46 years) has even sat down at the 
table he has already started spilling the beans; I have only been employed since January 
2019, but before that I worked at de Bruyn Metaal for 19 years. Okay, Maikel. We’ll make a 
note of that.

“As a Drafter / programmer at De Bruyn Metaal I take care of the technical drawings of 
products for our clients. The customer provides a drawing and I convert it into a working 
drawing or a true-to-scale drawing. If necessary, I also add the dimensions. In addition, I 
work with Radan (one of the world’s leading CAD/CAM systems for the sheet metal industry, 
ed.). In Radan I make symbols (the counterpart of DXF in AutoCAD, ed.). These symbols form 
a file that our lasers can read. I also take care of nesting.”

The mentality you are looking for
“We are a small family business. At De Bruyn Metaal, the customer really comes first. I think
this is only possible because we are not too big, and the company’s family values are 
guarded by everyone. Because everyone feels comfortable in that environment. Incidentally, 
small-scale and family values do not infer unprofessional. On the contrary, we really have 
taken significant steps in recent years.

What do you think symbolises the mentality you are looking for? “We are a no-nonsense
company. Everyone is involved here, shares their ideas, and is committed. With Rob and Le-
nie (directors / owners De Bruyn Metaal, ed.) at the helm. Now that really is some mentality 
right there.”
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In conversation with Maikel van de Rijt.
Drafter / programmer at De Bruyn Metaal

“An important reason for me 
to return very quicly. I found 
out that you don’t see this 
small-scale, open and honest 
culture everywhere.”


